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Dear NYSCA Friends,

           Serving as Chair of the New York State 

Children’s Alliance in 2025 has been an 

honor and a reminder of the strength of New 

York’s Child Advocacy Center community. 

Across the state, Child Advocacy Centers 

and multidisciplinary partners continued to work together 

with professionalism, compassion, and a shared commitment 

to protecting children and supporting families. The dedication 

of Theresa Roth, the NYSCA staff and volunteers, and our 

member CACs continue to strengthen trauma-informed 

services and improve outcomes for children throughout  

New York.

          This year marked an important milestone for NYSCA’s 

annual conference. Held in Albany-a new location-the 

conference welcomed more than 200 registrants for the first 

time in our organization’s history. The record attendance 

reflected both the continued growth of the CAC movement in 

New York State and the strong desire among professionals to 

collaborate, learn from one another, and advance best practices 

in the field.

           NYSCA also achieved a significant advocacy victory this 

year with the successful effort to increase New York State 

funding for Child Advocacy Centers from $7.2 million to 

$14.4 million. This historic investment represents meaningful 

recognition of the critical role CACs play in child protection, 

victim services, and multidisciplinary response. It also reflects 

the collective voice and hard work of CAC leaders, MDT 
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Dear Friends,

     As I reflect on 2025, I am filled with both 

pride and hope—pride in what we have 

accomplished together, and hope for what we 

are building for children across New York State.

     At NYSCA, our mission is to support 

and strengthen New York’s Child Advocacy Centers and 

their multidisciplinary team partners so that every child who 

experiences abuse is met with a response that is as courageous, 

coordinated, and compassionate as they deserve.

     This year, we reached a historic milestone. Through strong 

advocacy and a unified voice, New York doubled its investment in 

Child Advocacy Centers—from $7.2 million to $14.4 million. This 

moment is a powerful affirmation of the essential role CACs and 

MDTs play in protecting children and supporting families. NYSCA 

is proud to stand beside our network of CACs, helping to elevate 

their voices and advance the resources they need.

     We also continued to strengthen the systems that surround 

children, including updates to our Less is More training for 

mandated reporters—ensuring those responsible for identifying 

abuse have current, trauma-informed guidance when children 

need them most.

     In 2025, we continued to bring the field together in meaningful 

ways. This year, we moved our Leadership Conference to the 

Desmond Hotel in Albany to welcome a record 200 attendees—

creating space for connection, shared learning, and renewed 

purpose. The response was overwhelming: 99% said the 

conference met their expectations, and 98% would recommend it 

to a colleague. These moments remind us that we are not alone in 

this work—and that together, we are stronger.

     This spirit of connection extended into our communities as well. 

By introducing a peer-to-peer fundraising platform for the One 

Too Many 5K, we helped CACs engage supporters in new and 

powerful ways, raising more than $15,000 to directly support 

their work. 

     Across the state, CACs and their multidisciplinary teams 

continue to show up every day for children and families—ensuring 

they are heard, supported, and not alone. In 2025, they served 

more than 30,000 children and their families.

     As you read this report, I hope you feel both pride in what  

we have accomplished and inspiration for what lies ahead. 

Together, we are building a response to child abuse that reflects 

the strength, dignity, and resilience of the children we serve.

Thank you for being part of this work.

David Mann

Chair, NYSCA Board of Directors

Respectfully ,

Theresa Roth
Executive Director

Warm regards, 
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WHO  WE  ARE

The New York State Children’s Alliance, Inc. is a 47-member 

organization serving 61 counties and 6 tribal nations.  

We are committed to improving the community response  

to children and families impacted by abuse.

NYSCA BY THE NUMBERS

• 23 in-person and virtual training sessions offered to our  

     member CACs and their MDT members.

• 1,083 professionals received advanced-level training on topics 	

     related to the multidisciplinary response to child abuse.

• 32 visits to CACs for training, technical assistance, regional 		

     meetings, and events.

• 907 requests for technical assistance were answered.

• 78 peer support calls including: 

     Leadership, Victim Advocates, Mental Health, Outreach 

     and Education, MDT Coordinator, Medical Provider,  

     Public Policy, and CAC Mobile Unit.

• 32,700 bookmarks, coloring books, and outreach materials  	

     shipped to CACs.

• 571 technical assistance requests for data collection 

     and reporting.

• 992 social media posts (Facebook, Instagram, X , LinkedIn)

• 56 email campaigns
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قواعد السلامة الشخصية 
الخاصة  بي 
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OUR MISSION

The mission of the New York State Children’s Alliance, Inc.  

(NYSCA) is to promote the development, growth and  

continuation of Multidisciplinary Teams (MDTs) and Child 

Advocacy Centers (CACs) throughout New York State in 

order to provide healing and justice to abused and neglected 

children and their families.

  2025 NYSCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

David Mann
Board Chair,
Buffalo Police Department

Helene  Gold
Board Vice Chair
Community Volunteer

Thomas Flynn
Board Treasurer
Haylor, Freyer & Coon

Michael Polenberg
Board Secretary
Safe Horizon

Kris Beard
Cortland County
Child Advocacy Center

Kristina Coleman
Safe Horizon

Tory DeCaire
Child Advocacy Center

of Oswego County 

Luanne Mansfield
Three Brothers Wineries  
and Estates 

Brenda McQuillan
University of Buffalo
The State University of NY

Joseph Muroff
Office of the District Attorney
Bronx County 

Ken  Souser
Wells Fargo Advisors

Allison Spaulding
House of the Good Sheperd

OUR TEAM

  2025 NYSCA STAFF

Theresa Roth
Executive Director

Tammy Schmidt
Director of Finance

Patricia Maio Mullin
Director of Communications

John Kelly
Statewide Multidisciplinary Team  Director

Tebo Cossa
Director of Data Services and Analytics

Paige Potter 
Director of Training and Development 
 
Kimberly Haight
Director of Advocacy and Membership Support (through 08/2025)

Daniel Bakowski 
Director of Advocacy and Membership Support (effective 09/2025)
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EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES

PROVIDING SUPPORT

RESTORING HOPE

• Statewide network representing eight (8)  

     Child Advocacy Centers (CACs). 

• Facilitated by Tebo Cossa and John  Kelly (NYSCA).

• Participated in NYSCA’s annual membership meeting.

• Contributed a DEI speaker/presentation for the  		

    yearly Leadership Conference.

• Attended the Leadership Conference in Albany, NY

• Met monthly throughout 2025.

• Contributed monthly content for NYSCA newsletters.

• Participated in DEI-related trainings offered by 		

    external agencies.

• Continued supporting CAC and Multidisciplinary Team    	

     (MDT) Team DEI efforts when other resources to    		

     conduct this work were discontinued.

• As a result of the Network’s continued efforts, data  	

     entry became more mindful, general case discussions 	

     were handled with greater cultural intelligence, CACs   	

     became more intentional about creating an environment 	

     in which every child feels at home, and additional 		

     languages were identified for CAC Prevention 

     education materials. 

DEI  NETWORK  STATEWIDE

DEI Committee Members pictured (L to R):  
Jessica Ferrantino, Renielle Yankana-Tracey,  
Elora Taphorn, Dan Lesch, John Kelly and Tebo Cossa;  
not pictured: Bonni George, Maritza Ayala, Mishaya Tuttle, 
and Johanna Polanco-Russo

OUR VALUES

We will work tirelessly to realize our vision by drawing on 

our values.

   • Children deserve to be safe from abuse.

   • Communities are where our work will, and should, 

        have the greatest impact.

   • Respect for all is paramount in everything that we do.

   • Leadership builds change that lasts, and lasts through change.

NYSCA serves as a unified voice advocating in the best interest 

of our membership at the local, state and national levels on 

matters related to child abuse and childhood trauma.

SERVING THE COUNTIES OF NEW YORK STATE
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30,169 CHILDREN 

HAVE SHARED THEIR EXPERIENCES OF ABUSE 

WITH NYSCA MEMBERS IN 2025
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WHO WE SERVE

Statistically, one in every ten children in New York State will be sexually abused by their 18th birthday. The New York State Children’s 

Alliance exists to change the numbers listed below and lead the fight against the cycle of child abuse through a stronger, more 

approachable model. (All Child Victims 0-17 years of age)

SEXUAL                                            10,997

PHYSICAL                                                                                                        5,804

NEGLECT                                                                                                           1,974

WITNESS TO VIOLENCE                                                        522

DRUG ENDANGERED                                                                                 261

OTHER						        744

MASS VIOLENCE  				             1 

INTERPERSONAL/FAMILY VIOLENCE  		    230

COMMUNITY VIOLENCE 				          19

CHILD LABOR TRAFFICKING  			           3

CHILD SEX TRAFFICKING  				      192

COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN     31

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE MATERIAL  			     387

SEXTORTION  					              1

TEEN DATING VICTIMIZATION  			            8

ADULT SURVIVOR  				             0                                                                                                                   

TYPES  OF  ABUSE
                                                                          

RELATIONSHIP  OF  ALLEGED  OFFENDER  TO  CHILD

BIOLOGICALPARENT                                                                             9,615          

STEPPARENT                                                                                                 1,398

OTHER RELATIVE                                                                                      3,827

PARENT’S SIGNIFICANT OTHER                                                   1,044

OTHER KNOWN PERSON                                                                   2,795

UNKNOWN RELATIONSHIP                                                              1,118

ADOPTIVE PARENT 				          71

FOSTER PARENT  					       172

STRANGER (UNKOWN OFFENDER)  		           0

STRANGER/ UNKOWN INTERNET CRIME  		           0

SCHOOL PERSONNEL OR VOLUNTEER  		        18

COACH/SPORT PERSONNEL OR VOLUNTEER  	          0

MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL  			            1

DAYCARE  					              0

BABYSITTER  					        238

RELIGIOUS PERSONNEL OR VOLUNTEER  		           0

A comprehensive investigation is initiated with each new case of abuse referred to a Child Advocacy Center.  With the safety and protection 

of the child as its highest priority, a highly skilled team including advocates, forensic interviewers, law enforcement, child protective services, 

prosecutors, medical and mental health professionals assess each case with sensitivity and care.

OUR SERVICES

 NYS CHILDREN SERVED 2020-2025

   2020          2021         2022         2023         2024        2025

 19,984             23,578          22,526           22,279          23,836       30,169
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 3,424  MEDICAL EXAMS/TREATMENTS

   3,897 REFERRALS TO COUNSELING

   1,752 INITIATED COUNSELING/THERAPY

A medical exam, similar to a pediatrician’s check-up, may be 

offered to a child to determine the nature and extent of the 

abuse. These exams provide the team with valuable information 

to prosecute the offender and help the child heal.

Each child and their family are offered specialized evidence-

based, trauma-focused, mental health services, proven to be 

effective in coping with the trauma of sexual and physcial abuse.

  362,988  VICTIM ADVOCACY CONTACTS

CACs stand in the gap for the healing of a child from abuse, 

focusing on reduced trauma for the child. Victim Advocates 

provide resources, support and training with a compassionate, 

listening ear, so that each child gets the care they deserve.

Specially trained Forensic Interviewers work with the MDT to 

ensure clients are not interviewed unnecessarily and allow 

them to do so in a safe, legally sound and neutral setting.

12,848  FORENSIC INTERVIEWS

RACE  OR  ETHNICITY

WHITE  NON-LATINO CAUCASIAN                                         8,247

HISPANIC OR LATINO                                                                            3,263

BLACK/AFRICAN AMERICAN                                                        3,751

NOT REPORTED                                                                                        3,799

MULTIPLE RACIAL IDENTITIES                                                    1,052

EAST OR SOUTHEAST ASIAN                                                             333

ANOTHER  RACIAL  IDENTITY/NOT  DISCLOSED                          219

AMERICAN INDIAN/ALASKA NATIVE                                            97

NATIVE  HAWAIIAN/OTHER  PACIFIC  ISLANDER                    22

SOUTH ASIAN                                                                                                        38

 FEMALE                                 12,583

 MALE                                           8,142

 UNKNOWN                                   61

 INTERSEX                                           1

 DECLINED TO ANSWER      14

GENDER

  AGE

11-17 YEARS                        8,469

6-10 YEARS                            5,553

0-5 YEARS                              6,779



OUR IMPACT ACROSS THE STATE

Outcome Measurement System (OMS) is a standardized, research-based set of surveys designed to measure Child Advocacy Center 

(CAC) performance based on feedback from families and MDT partners including a Mental Health Services Survey.

       •  I believe my child felt safe at the Center.  Strongly agree. 90.0%

       • The Center staff made sure I understood the reason for our visit to the Center.  Strongly agree. 94.3%

        • When I came to the Center, my child and I were greeted and received attention in a timely manner.  Strongly agree. 96.2%

        • I was given information about the services and programs provided by the Center.  Strongly agree. 95.8%

        •  My questions were answered to my satisfaction.  Strongly agree. 93.4%

        • The process for the interview of my child at the center was clearly explained to me.  Strongly agree. 93.8%
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I love how everyone is so nice, even if my rides come  
late, they try to help by calling them for me!

Everybody was calm and collected. I didn't see them panic.  
I needed peace they helped calm me.

Weighted dinosaur stuffed animal -friendly.

Que es cuchah.

The room and office feels safe and confidential.

Idk…the toys. And the paintings on the walls.

Super clear and felt free to ask the whole time.

MYY AMABLEMENTE :)

Nos dieron mucha ayuda para poder facilitar el caso de mi Hija.

XXX was great. Everyone made us comfortable.

I received a green folder with all pamphlets and all the 
pamphlets were explained in depth prior to handing to me.

Before I could finish signing in, I was meted by XXX in the  
hallway, and directed to see where the bathroom was in 
case of needing such.

CAREGIVERS’
EXPERIENCES

YOUTHS’  
EXPERIENCES

2025 FINANCIAL STATEMENT

REVENUE:	

Government Grants	                        $750,641

Membership Dues & Training                      $57,567

Donations and Fundraising	        $16,419

Other                                                                     $3,229

TOTAL REVENUE	                        $827,856

EXPENSES:	

Administrative	                                                $143,065

Program Services                                             $650,277

TOTAL EXPENSES	                          $793,342
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TRAINING  &  EDUCATION  OUTREACH

A huge thank you to the NYSCA Board for their continued 

dedication and time in supporting the NYSCA team. At this 

year’s conference, we recoginized four outstanding board 

members as they retired from our board—Dave Mann, 

Luanne Mansfield, Joe Muroff, and Michael Polenberg  

celebrating their lasting contributions and commitment.

RETIRING NYSCA BOARD MEMBERS

The NYSCA team experienced our busiest training year yet! 

With eight in-person training sessions and fifteen virtual 

standalone sessions, we reached over nine hundred New York 

CAC and MDT professionals, offering learning opportunities 

across a wide range of topics and skill levels. Our training 

calendar was intentionally designed to support all disciplines 

within the multidisciplinary team. From foundational content 

for newer professionals to more advanced, discussion-based 

sessions for seasoned staff, NYSCA created space for both skill 

building and meaningful conversation, ensuring teams at every 

level felt supported!

NYSCA was especially proud of our 2025 summer virtual 

training series, which featured five sessions led by NYS 

professionals from different CAC/MDT disciplines. This series 

helped participants understand each role within the CAC model 

and how those roles work together to support children and 

families, strengthening collaboration across teams.

In June, NYSCA launched a new training opportunity for 

members with the First Witness Child Advocacy Center.  

Thirty NYS CAC Victim Advocates came together to Albany, 

NY for a three-day training focused on strengthening advocacy 

practice and supporting children and non-offending caregivers.

In September, NYSCA partnered with Clinton County CAC 

and the START Children’s Center to host an MDT 360 training 

in Albany NY, welcoming over one hundred attendees for a 

comprehensive, multidisciplinary learning experience. Also, that 

month, NYSCA partnered with EAC Network to offer the FIND 

One-Day Training, focused on strengthening engagement and 

communication with children with disabilities within the 

CAC model.

These training efforts continue to strengthen multidisciplinary 

team response across the state, ensuring professionals and 

teams feel prepared, connected, and confident in their work 

with children and families.
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STATEWIDE  |  OUTREACH

REBECCA MAHON 
Personal Safety Program 
Facilitator/Family Advocate
CPCA, Dutchess County

DEREK TEFFT 
Capital Campaign & Community 
Engagement Director,  
Saratoga Center for the Family

CLAIRE VILLANOVA  Program Coordinator, CAC of Niagara

Award recipients were selected from nominations submitted 

by our membership, highlighting the incredible work happening  

across the field.

 HERO FOR CHILDREN AWARD WINNERS

For the second year in a row, we welcomed attendees to 

join us for our preconference session, setting the tone for 

an interactive conference experience. Participants were 

introduced to the FORECAST model, a problem-based learning 

simulation that allowed them to step into real world decision 

making and see the direct impact on the child, family, and 

multidisciplinary team. It was a powerful, hands-on opportunity 

exploring how choices shape outcomes.

As the only conference in New York State designed specifically 

for CACs and MDT members, NYSCA is proud to create a space 

that fosters both learning and connection. NYSCA introduced 

new opportunities for engagement by hosting vendor and 

exhibitor tables providing access to innovative resources.

Thank you to everyone who joined us and to our conference 

sponsors whose support made this incredible event possible 

including NYS OVS, CortexFlo, NYS Office of Children & Family 

Services, V2 Advocate, iRecord, Nexus, Gaurdify, BestSelf 

Behavioral Health, Collaborate, and Evidentia Learning.

The NYSCA team welcomed over 200 attendees to our 2025 

Leadership Conference, held in October in Albany, NY. This 

milestone event marked our largest conference to date, drawing 

participants from eight states and international partners, and 

became one of our most dynamic and impactful gatherings yet. 

For the first time  attendees had access to more than 25 

advanced level workshops, creating an engaging learning 

experience across all MDT disciplines. Sessions covered a wide 

range of critical and relevant topics, including MDT coordination 

techniques, enhancing forensic interviewing skills, CAC 

leadership development, preparing to testify within the courts, 

specific strategies for CAC fundraising, outreach and education 

practices, and emerging trends such as internet crimes against 

children, YPSB cases, and presenting evidence within a forensic 

interview. True to NYSCA’s mission and values, many sessions 

were led by our own members, highlighting the expertise and 

dedication of professionals doing this work every day! 

“It’s hard to be all things for all of us. 
I appreciate your support,  

resources and the community 
that NYSCA builds and grows.”



  STATEWIDE  |  OUTREACH
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

The NYSCA team and Board hosted a fun and engaging 

evening at All in Adventures Escape Rooms, where 

participants put their teamwork and collaboration skills to 

the test. Teams made up of NYSCA staff, Board members, 

and CAC professionals from across the state worked 

together to solve challenges and “escape” their rooms, with 

most groups successfully completing the experience. It 

was a great opportunity to connect, collaborate, and build 

stronger relationships in a relaxed setting.
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Our 2025 Membership Meeting in Albany, NY was 

truly one for the books, bringing together more than 40 

attendees from across the state. We kicked off the day 

with an informative session led by Edward Suk, Executive 

Director of the NCMEC Rochester Regional Office.

This training explored the extensive data collected by 

NCMEC, examined the impact of social media algorithms 

on children’s mental health, and offered practical strategies 

that CAC leaders can take back to their communities to 

help keep children safe. As CACs continue to navigate the 

challenges of an increasingly digital world, access to this 

data and insight helps MDTs stay informed and prepared to 

respond to emerging trends.

The NYSCA team also presented the 2024 Annual Report, 

highlighting the ongoing work to support CACs and MDTs 

across New York State. The presentation also celebrated 

the incredible efforts of our members, whose dedication 

and innovation continue to strengthen their communities 

and move the CAC movement forward.

The One Too Many NY 5K was launched in 2020 at the height 

of the pandemic, when Child Advocacy Centers across New York 

were forced to cancel critical fundraising events. What began as 

a creative response quickly evolved into a meaningful statewide 

tradition—bringing communities together to support children and 

families impacted by abuse. Five years later, the event continues 

to grow, with another successful 5K held in 2025.

The 2025 event united 15 Child Advocacy Centers and the 

New York State Children’s Alliance, offering virtual, in-person, 

and hybrid participation options. More than 700 participants 

including children, families, colleagues, and even four-legged 

companions—took part across the state between Sept.19–21, 

demonstrating a shared commitment to protecting children. 

Together, participating CACs and NYSCA raised more than 

$33,000 through registrations, peer-to-peer fundraising, and 

local sponsorships—critical funding that helps sustain services. 

This success was made possible by the generosity of sponsors 

including Dot Foods, Wegmans, Mirabito Energy Products,  

Safe Horizon, Stewart’s Shops, Team Donut, Stegner Consulting 

& Training, Fidelis Care, Matthews Auto Group, and Ansun 

Graphics, along with many local sponsors supporting CACs 

across the state.

NYSCA also recognized participants with statewide awards such 

as Best Time, Best View on the Run, and the crowd-favorite 

“Dogs Need a 5K Too.” The Cortland County Child Advocacy 

Center once again led the state in registrations.

November 19th - December 3rd, NYSCA launched the first-

ever Bids for the Kids Online Auction, creating a fun and 

meaningful way for supporters across NYS to give back while 

supporting Child Advocacy Centers and the children and 

families they serve.

The online auction featured an exciting variety of donated items 

and experiences, including sports memorabilia, travel packages, 

jewelry, gift baskets, and more. Community members, 

businesses, and supporters came together to make holiday 

shopping count for a great cause.

NYSCA is deeply grateful to everyone who donated items, 

placed bids, promoted the event, and helped us raise more than 

$4,000 to support NYSCA’s mission.
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Final Stages for "Less Is More" 

The NYSCA team spent 2024 and 

2025 working to update the Less Is More curriculum, with a focus 

on better supporting CACs in training New York State educators 

and school staff on how to make a mandated report. To guide this 

process, we brought together a group of ten professionals from 

across the state, representing a variety of disciplines. They met 

monthly to share input and help shape the updates along the way.

The Less Is More curriculum is now in its final stages and will be 

ready for our membership to utilize soon!

STOP CHILD ABUSE:  BE THE ONE  

STATEWIDE  |  COMMUNICATIONS

 

NYSCA continued its leadership giving program recognizing 

individuals, corporate champions, and foundations who  

contributed a minimum of $1,000 to NYSCA, Inc. over the  

course of one fiscal year.  

 

NYSCA is very grateful to our 2025 Champions for Children:   

David Mann, Michael Polenberg, JosephMuroff, Fernico, 

Luanne Mansfield, Dot Foods, V2 Advocate, Guardify,  

Safe Horizon, Wegmans, Team Donut, Tory DeCaire,  

Rebecca Taurisano, Scott Bieler Child Advocacy Center  

at BestSelf, WSi Technologies-iRecord, Mirabito,  

Stewart Shops, Central NY Community Foundation,  

James Haylor-Haylor, Freyer & Coon, and Evidentia Learning.
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2025 OCFS/NYSCA Regional Meetings

In the spring of 2025, the NYSCA team hosted five in person 

regional meetings, bringing CACs together within their 

respective regions to connect and share their experiences. 

Each meeting was hosted at a local CAC, providing a valuable 

opportunity for attendees to see firsthand how different centers 

are set up and how they operate as a multidisciplinary team. 

Thank you to all the centers who graciously hosted!

These meetings created space for open conversation with the 

NYSCA team and OCFS representatives about the day-to-

day work happening in the field, as well as the challenges and 

successes unique to each region. Each meeting also included a 

one-hour training session for participants, featuring a variety 

of topics presented by NYSCA team members and partner 

organizations, including the NRCAC.

Overall, these regional meetings sparked meaningful discussions 

and valuable feedback, helping NYSCA better understand the 

needs of CACs and strengthen the support we provide across  

the state.

This public awareness campaign continues to provide 

information on how to recognize child abuse and neglect,  

and what actions the community can take to help prevent  

child abuse and BE THE ONE.

 

 

Every adult has the 

power and responsibility 

to keep children safe.  

Will you BE THE ONE? 

 

To a child, it doesn’t 

matter who you are,  

it matters what action  

you take. Everyone can 

be part of the solution: 

teachers, parents, aunts 

uncles, and friends. 

In 2025, NYSCA’s April Child Abuse Prevention campaign 

continued with a series of short social media videos highlighting 

some of our statewide partners and Child Advocacy Centers. 



PUBLIC POLICY
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Building on the framework and relationships built in 2024, NYSCA and our members continued to foster relationships between CACs  

and state and federal elected officials to garner support for funding and to strengthen laws to protect children. 

ADVOCACY IN ALBANY 
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In February, the New York State Children’s Alliance and Child 

Advocacy Center leaders from across the state came together 

in Albany to meet with legislators, share the realities facing 

children and families, and elevate the critical role CACs play in 

providing a coordinated, trauma-informed response to abuse. 

That unified voice didn’t just shape the conversation—it helped 

drive a decisive shift in priorities, ensuring that the needs of 

children were seen, heard, and acted upon at the highest levels 

of state government.

With the passage of the state budget in April came exciting, 

long-awaited news: after more than a decade of level funding, 

New York State made a historic investment in children and 

families—doubling funding for CACs from $7.2 million to 

$14.46 million. This milestone was made possible by the 

persistent advocacy of NYSCA and its network of CACs, 

whose leadership, education efforts, and collective voice were 

instrumental in securing this critical increase.  We are deeply 

grateful to Governor Hochul and the New York State Senate 

and Assembly for their leadership and commitment to New 

York’s children.

This increase has played a vital role in sustaining and 

strengthening the work of CACs across New York—providing 

stability for programs, supporting the dedicated professionals 

who serve children and families every day, and reinforcing 

a statewide commitment to a coordinated, child-centered 

response to abuse.

HILL DAY IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

Building on this momentum, in June, NYSCA and CAC 

representatives traveled to Washington, D.C., as part of the 

National Children’s Alliance Hill Day, meeting with members of  

the House and Senate to educate them on the vital work CACs  

do every day in their districts.

Together, these efforts reflect the strength and impact of NYSCA’s 

advocacy at both the state and federal levels—advancing policies 

and investments that better protect children and support their 

path to healing.

Every Child
Needs a

HERO
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